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Relation of Parents to S . S. 


BY A. M. RlDKNOUR. 

It is abundantly evident to every intelligent 
mind that parent* do sustain a very important re- 
lation to the Sunday school . Hence the question 
may be asked with propriety of what does their 
relation consist, and how may they best discharge 
the duties devolving upon them relative to Sub- 
bath school work ? 

In the first place parents owe to the Sunday 
school personal service. If the church is a family 
all should meet at meal time. Ii an army, all 
should be present at drill, as well as at dress par- 
ade. The nursery of the church is tor the infant 
ol years, as well as the inlant of days. All child- 
ren will be taught of the Lord when the parents 
arc devoted and intelligent enough to teach them. 
The Sunday school is a phase of church work, a 
form ot church activity, a department of church 
evangelism. It is the church of Christ assembled 
to study and teach by the help of thb Holy Spirit 
tbc word of God. It is the berean aspect ol church 
life. Its appropriate symbol is an open book and 
a brooding dove-light and life. It is not an an- 
nex but a wing ol the main structure. It is the 
teaching service of the church. Not the children's 
hour, but the Bible hour : the time and place for 
the open vision into the wondrous things ot God's 

law. 

It is the duty ot every parent to see that their 
children are given the proper religious instructions. 
No Christian parent can be excused from teaching 
their children saered truths, or irom striving to 
win them to the Lord, and few, Indeed, will be so 
Belf- sufficient as to suppose that they cannot be 
greatly helped in their work by other disciples of 
the Master, and where can they obtain better as- 
sistance than in the Sunday school, in which gilt- 
ed, pious, studious, and diligent teachers will strive 
to teach the children the doctrine, privileges, and 
duties ol the Christian religion ; and endeavor to 
bring them to decision for Christ and into mem- 
bership ot hm church. 

In the iusmieiioH ot children the Sunday school 
is the greatest auxiliary. It is an institution t-s- 
peciilly adapted to instruct and develop the minds 
of the young. It has kept many u son and daugh- 
ter from misery and vice, and led llum to happi- 
ness, virtue, and Heaven. Hence we see the ne. 
cessity of personal attendance to Sunday school on 
the part ot the parent. It is said : the best teach- 
er in the world is mother, the next best father. 
Father and mother give force by their examples, 
and efforts to the leaching ot the Sunday school. 

Inspiration and energy in study depend* very 
largely upon the tone of the lamily. It is a pleas- 
ant thin" for a boy to associate with all his studies, 
the voice and help of fattier and mother. 

This is esjKjciully true in connection with bibli- 
cal teaching. Hence parents should always consid- 
er themselves as constituting a very important 
part of the Sunday school. Certainly they feel an 
interest in the spiritual welfare of their children, 
that they should be brought up in the fear and 
admonition ol the Lord, lead the child in the way 
that it should go by going in that way yourself, 
your child will then grow up to a useful lite, an 
Ornament to society and a bright and shining light 
in the church. The importance of giving your 
children a religious education in youth cannot b" 
over estimated. It is the most favorable time al- 
ways for becoming a Christian, then the heart is 
tender and the conscience is easily impressed, and 
the mind is more tret horn care than at a future 
period, and there is less difficulty in bieaking 
away from the world and usually less dread ot the 
ridicule of others. Then numerous promises iu 
the Bible meet us assuring us that God loves those 
that love him, and they who seek him early shall 
find him. No peculiar promise is made to man in 
middle life or in old age. Paul said to Timothy, 
"From a child thou hast known the Holy script- 
ures ;" he was certainly instructed young. 

Hence we see the importance ot parents sustain- 
ing the Sunday school, as there is no other institu- 
tion which affords such valuable facilities for the 
religious training of the young. But the very 
field which so many parents neglect is the field 


upon which the Sunday school exerU all its energy. 
It is professedly an instrument of religions educa- 
tion, and ii education has any meaning at all, it 
follows inevitably as light follows sunrise, that 
the Sunday school's of today are determining very 
largely the character of the chnrch of the future. 
It follows from all this that every element which 
enters into the structure ot the Sunday Bchool 
should be a subject of Bolicitude. Suppose erro- 
neous doctrine creep in, the resalt may be a sys- 
tem of theology honey-combed with falsehoods and 
robbed of all power to bless mankind. Suppose 
false notions of the Christian life are inculcated 
now, the result may be a wide-spread experience 
in the church which will be only nominally Chris- 
tian, having no depth, notion, nor power, another 
church of Sardis of which Jesus said, "I know thy 
works, that thou hath a name that thou liveth and 
art dead." 

Again the Sunday school must have pecuniary 
aid "and support on this depends very largely the 
success of the school. Hence patents owe to this 
glorious institution their patronage because the 
children who now hold in their hands the lesson 
leaves of the civilized world, will thirty yeais from 
now hold the purse-strings of the civilized world, 
and what use they will make of their money then 
depends very largely upon the instructions they 
receive now. Wrong education now will cause 
wrong actions then, and no instructions now will 
result in much the same way; for men are not nat- 
urally benevolent. This is one of the things they 


must be taught. 

The want ot systematic agencies for training 
teachers and Sunday school workers of all grades 
was telt at an early day. But how that want was 
to be supplied on an adequate scale was not so 
clearly foreseen. But the fact that as the neces- 
sity became more apparent ways were providen- 
tially opened and men were raised up to .prosecute 
the work with encouraging success. So God will 
ever lead onward a church that is true to the Sa- 
vior's commission, "Feed my sheep;'' Feed my 
lambs." But no degree of past or present success 
should cause any one to trust in mere human ap- 
pliances for the future, or in the idea that the true 
work of Sunday school can ever be adequately 
accomplished without self-denying and persevering 
Chrir-tian toil, attended by the divine blessing. 

"It is not by might nor by power but by my 
spirit saith the Lord of host**." 
West Independence, Ohio. 


which no subject dared disobey without the risk 
of losing hU life, so our brave boys resolved to ac- 
cept their lot cheerfully, bearing all patiently and 
without murmuring, until the first meal was sent 
up to them. They at once agreed they could not 
touch the rich unwholesome food the king had 
sent them, and beside all -this the king had ordered 
a certain quanity of wine to be drank with each 
meal, and as these lads had been brought up in 
temperance families, with the example of prohibi- 
tion fathers, and the faithful teachings of pioua 
mothers, they understood how wicked it would be 
to disobey God in order to obey the king. So 
they boldly refused to drink the wine, or taste the 
dainties flavored with its poisonous taint. Not in- 
solently dafying the king or abusing the waiter 
who brought the dainty meal, but respectfully 
begging that a few days trial might be given them 
to prove that their accustomed plain lood and cold 
water would give them clearer brains and better 
health, than the food aqd wine of the king's table. 
Strange to say, the good, respectful t manner of 
these captive lads so completely won the heart of 
the old steward that he agreed to their proposition 
although he told them it would cost his head if 
known to the king that he bad disobeyed him. 
At the end of the respite for which they had so 
earnestly begged, it was found that these boys 
were healthier and brighter than all the other boys 
of the school that in consequence, they were allow- 
ed their own way without father molestation. 
Wh n saloanists and tiplers find that boys have 
sufficient courage to say no, and stick to it, they 
will cea3e to a*k them to drink, or ridicule them 
for not drinking But you wonder if these boys 
hud Band of Hope meetings. Indeed they had, 
and good ones, too. I can't tell you all they 
did at these meetings. There was one thing bow- 
ever, which I am sure they did, and that was to 
pray that they might be made strong and brave to 
do right in that very wicked court. And when 
their comrades were jealous of them, and told the 
king many falsehoods about them and their meet- 


ObserTations- A Temperance Story. 

BY ANOIE H. SUMMERS. 

I see the little readers and contributor of the 
children's column aro becoming quite interested in 
their department. No doubt many or perhaps nil 
can hardly wait till the paper reaches them. It is 
gratifying to see them take hold of so useful a 
work. We trust it will be the means of preparing 
them for a greater and more extensive work which 
future years will bring to them. 

But the children are not alone interested in 
their department. I know of some older ones who 
are alike interested, and it is the wish of the writer 
to assist them in making their department still 
more interesting. I notice in reading the little 
letters that some of the writers are "Band of Hope" 
children, and I am going to give you an 
account of the first "Band of Hope 1 ' we have any 
knowledge of. It was organized many hundred 
years ago, and under very jjeculiar circumstances, 
with only tour charter members — all boys. A cer- 
tain king had invaded a neighboring country, 
taking home with him treasures and captives. 
Wishing to prepare special servants for the busi- 
ness of his court, or for personal attendants, the 
king ordered that a number of boys be brought 
together, as a kind of select school, to be taught in 
the king's palace, and be led from the king'B 
table — a rare honor, one might think, yet no doubt 
many of these little captives would gladly have 
exchanged their 6 tie clothes, dainty food, and gay 
surroundings, for the association of parents, broth- 
ers and sisters, and for the liberty young hearts 
crave for. Especially was this the case with the 
lour lads of the story who were among the number 
taken captive. But the word of the king was law 


ings, the wicked tyrant declared that he would 
"put a stop to their pious nonsense." He said if 
they wanted to pray so much they could come and 
pray to his idol of gold which he had made on pur- 
pose for people to worship, and that if they refused 
to prty to his dumb god, he would roast them alive. 
But the meetings did not stop, quite likely they 
held them oftener and prayed more than ever be- 
fore, because they were in such great danger. 
They trusted in God, and God heard them and 
saved them, and it came about their bad compan- 
ions were themselves burned up, as they had hoped 
these boys would be. 

Sometime after this, the king was in great 
trouble, and no one was wise enough to help him 
out of it. Somehow, during his time of trouble he 
heard that the leader of this Baud of Hope was 
very wise, so he sent for him. He told him what 
it all meant, and satisfied the king, who as a re- 
ward for this help made him next to himself, ruler 
over all the kingdom, and also gave good positions 
to each of his three friends. The wickedness of 
this king was so great that it caused bim to become 
derangod and was obliged to leave his throne. He 
grew so bad-so wild that he would not live in the 
house, but had his abode with the cattle and swine 
for many months, though I believe he finally got 
well. 

Can any of the little readers tell me the names 
of the four boys, and where to find their history ? 
Louisville, Ohio. 


Disharmony — Harmony. 

God has written the music of praise for the uni- 
verse. Angels and nature find no trouble iu sound- 
ing out the high praises of God ; but when the Son 
touches your life, he finds nothing but discords. 
The fault is not his, but yours. The Spirit stands 
ready, waiting, to attune your soul. I pray you 
give yourself, body, mind and soul, to the Holy 
Spirit, and he will put you in tune. The opera- 
tions of the Spirit are mysterious, but your part is 
very simple ! give up, open your hearts, let him 
tune the bidden strings, and harmony will come 
from the life when Christ touches you, — M ana. 


